
         ABA General Meetings and Conferences

Themes and Topics

Year Theme  /Topics  Venue

Nov 2018

Nov 2017

Nov 2016

Nov 2015

Nov 2014

Sept 2013

Banking in Asia: The Next Frontier
– Technology in Banking: The Next Wave

– Risk Management Imperatives in the New World Order 
– Sustainable Banking: Challenges and Opporptunities

Host: Bank of Maldives

Asia's Turn to Transform

− Asia Amid the Global Slowdown

− Brexit and the Trump Presidency: Implications for Asia

− FinTech Competitor or Collaborator?

− Digital and Mobile Banking: What it Means for Customers and Other 
Stakeholders

Host:  State Bank of India

Asian Banks: Towards Global Integration

− Global Macroeconomics: Key Factors and Business Strategy 
Implications for Asian Banks

− Coping with Changing Regulatory Environment

− Digital Banking: Achieving Transformational Change

− CEO Forum: Financial Integration – Future Growth Drivers for the 
Asian Region

Host: Bank for Foreign Trade of Vietnam (Vietcombank)

Asian Banks: Growing Beyond Borders

− Regional Integration: Implications for Asian Banks

− Managing a Multi-Cultural and Multi-Generational Customer Base

− Going Digital: Pursuing Global Opportunities Through Technology

− CEO Forum

Hosts:  CTBC Bank and Bankers Association of the ROC

Asian Banks: Reinventing the Modern-Day Silk Route

− Post-QE: Its Impact on the global Economic and Financial Markets

− Managing the Impact of Basel 3: Business Model Strategies in the 
New Regulatory Environment

− Lifting the Veil off Islamic Banking: Challenges and Opportunities

− CEO Forum
Host: Bank Muscat

Asia: Growth Engine of the Global Economy

− Global Macroeconomics: Key Factors for Asian Banks

− Investment Opportunities and Challenges in Emerging Markets

− Electronic Channels: Reshaping the Financial Services Industry

− CEO Forum
Host: Mongolian Bankers Association

Maldives

Mumbai

Ha Long 
Bay

Taipei

Muscat

Ulaanbaatar



Nov 2012

Oct 2011

Nov 2010

Asian Banks: Moving Forward Amidst Global Uncertainty

− The Euro Debt Crisis: What It Means for Asia

− Emerging Paradigms in Risk Frameworks

− Technology and Productivity in Banking

− CEO Forum
Host: Rizal Commercial Banking Corporation

Asia Taking the Lead in the Global Economy: A Banker's Perspective

− Fundamentals of Asian Banking

− The China-India Equation

− Asia's Contribution to Sustainable Banking

− CEO Forum
Host: Hatton National Bank

Asian Banking: Sustaining Business Recovery Amidst a Changing 

Financial Landscape

- Regional Economic Integration and Financial Inclusion in Asia

- Green Banking: Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

- The Emergence of China’s Banks as Global Players: Implications on 

Asian Banks

- CEO Forum of Thought Leadership

Hosts: Bank of Taiwan,  Bankers Association of the R.O.C, Chinatrust  

Commercial Bank

Manila

Colombo

Taipei

Oct 2009 What’s Ahead for Asian Banking

- Global Financial Crisis and Its Impact on Asian Economies

- The Changing Capital Market Structure

- Alternative Strategies for Banks at Stages of the Crisis

- New Regulatory Initiatives: Re-shaping the Financial Landscape

Host Bank: Rizal Commercial Banking Corporation

Manila

Oct 2008 Asian Banking: Coping with Risks and Seizing Opportunities

- The Global Macroeconomic and Banking Environment

- Global Liquidity and Its Impact on Asia

- Asian Banking: Intra-Regional Credit and Investment Issues

- The New Banker Generation

Host Bank: Bangkok Bank PCL

Bangkok

Nov 2007 Asian Banks: Ten Years After the Asian Financial Crisis and Beyond

- Macroeconomic Challenges

- What is Happening in the Asian Banking Market

- Microfinance

- Islamic Banking and Finance

Host Bank: The Bank of East Asia Ltd.

Hong Kong



Oct 2006 The ABA in its 25th Year: New Opportunities for Asian Banking

- Macroeconomic Challenges

- Opportunities in the Emerging Asian Financial Markets

- Financial Reforms and Restructuring

- Regional Financial Integration

Host Bank: Bank of Taiwan

Taipei

Oct 2005 Globalization of Markets – Local vs. Global

� Understanding Key Banking Issues in Key Markets

       - The Markets of China and Vietnam

       - The markets of Indonesia and India

� Global Players Impacting Asian Financial Markets

       - Global Players Going Local

       - The Role of Global Specialists in Asia

Host Bank: ANZ Bank

Melbourne

Nov. 2004 Asian Banks: Measuring up to New Challenges

� Managing Financial Globalization: The Way Forward

� Asian Banking: Sizing up Profit Potential in the New Millennium

� Corporate Restructuring and Equitization

� Reform and Development of Insolvency Law in the Region

Host Bank: Bank for Foreign Trade of Vietnam

Hanoi

Oct. 2003 Globalization and Asian Banking Competitiveness

� Risk Management

� Corporate Governance in Banking

� Globalization and Asian Banking Competitiveness

� Review of Financial Reforms

Host Bank: Rizal Commercial Banking Corp.

Manila

Sept. 2002 The New Basel Capital Accord and Its Impact on Asian Banking

- The New Basel Accord: An Introduction

- Challenges in Implementing the New Basel Accord: Practitioners’ 

Perspectives

- Risk Management, Pricing and Capital Provisioning under the New 

Basel Accord

- A Case Study on Risk Management: The Chohung Bank Experience

Host Bank: Chohung Bank

Seoul



Sept. 2001 New Challenges and Trends for Banks in a Globalized Economy

Topic 1: Bank Consolidations

Topic 2: Non-Performing Loan Management

Topic 3: Integration of Emerging Economies into the Int'l Financial Market

Topic 4: International Supervisory Norms and Consolidations

Host Bank: National Bank of Uzbekistan

Tashkent

Sept. 2000 Banking in the New Millennium

� Trends and Challenges for the Banking Sector in the New Millennium

� Responding to the New Challenges

� Cyberbanking

Host Bank: Koçbank

Istanbul

Nov. 1999 The Changing Financial Landscape

Session One –

� The Euro and Its Impact on Asian Economies

� The Changing Environment for Financial Services

Session Two –

� The Changing Capital Market Environment

� Risk Management in a Changing Environment

Hosts: United Oversea Bank, DBS Bank, Overseas Union Bank, OCBC Bank,  

Keppel TatLee Bank, Association of Banks in Singapore

Singapore

Nov. 1998 The Asian Financial Crisis and its Impact on the World Economy

� Lessons – What Really Happened

� The Global View – Asia and the Rest of the World

� Prescriptions – Where and How Do we Move from Here

Hosts: United World Chinese Commercial Bank, International Commercial 

Bank of China, Chinatrust Commercial Bank, Bankers Association of the ROC

Taipei

Sept. 1997 Challenges and Opportunities for International Bankers

� Report on the Russian Economy

� Regulatory and Operating Environment

� The Banking System in Russia

� Doing Business in Russia (Investments in Russia)

� Retail Banking

� Experience of Foreign Banks

� Capital Market

Host Bank: International Industrial Bank

Moscow



Nov. 1996 Asian Banking in the 21st Century

� Customer Expectations

� Understanding and Responding to Market Signals

� Operational Challenges

Host Bank: Malayan Banking Berhad

Kuala 
Lumpur

Nov. 1995 Risk Management and Information Technology

� Banking Trends

� Risk Management

� Information Technology

Host Bank: Philippine National Bank

Manila

Nov. 1994 Global Economic Transformation: Impact on Asian Financial Markets

� A Rebounding Japan? Its Role in the World

� New Role of Korean Banks as Korea Emerges as the Axis of East Asia 

and the Pacific Area

� ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA): An Indonesia Perspective

� NAFTA and Its Implications for the Asian Banking Community

� Bankers’ Challenge: From Now to Year 2000

� Forging Alliances in Indochina – The Case for Cambodia

� Foreign Alliances in Indochina – The Case for Vietnam

� Multinationals and Southeast Asia’s Expanding Investment Opportunities

Host Bank: Lippobank

Jakarta

Nov. 1993 The Emerging Financial Markets in China

� China’s Reform and opening-up Policies: Their Impact on Asia-pacific 

Economic Growth and Opportunities for Foreign Investors

� Recent Financial Development and Financial System Reform in China

� Challenges of Rapid Economic Development and Financial Liberalization

� China – An Asian Economic Take-off

� Doing Business in China Today

� Banking Opportunities in China

� The Awakening of China: Its Implications for the Asia-Pacific Region

� How to Actively Explore and Develop the Financial Market in China

Host Bank: The Bank of East Asia Ltd.

Hong Kong



Oct. 1992 The Enhancement of Industrial Infrastructure in Asia and the Role of 
Financial Markets

� Regional Reports I – Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia

� Regional Reports II – Hong Kong, Singapore, Korea

Host Bank: Korea Development Bank

Seoul

Dec. 1991 The Direction of Capital Flow Within the Asia-Pacific Region Toward the 
Year 2000

� The Coming Worldwide Shortage of Fund & the Change of Capital Flow

� International Cooperation and the Role of the United States in Facilitating 

Worldwide Capital Flows

� The Change in the International Financial Situation and the Asian Strategy 

of  Banque Indosuez

� Regional Report I – Indonesia, Malaysia, Taiwan

� Regional Report II – Hong Kong, Japan, Korea

Host Bank: Malayan Banking Berhad

Kuala 
Lumpur

Nov. 1990 The Direction of Regional Cooperation in Asia-Pacific Towards the Year 
2000

� The Increasing Importance and Tasks of the Asia-Pacific Region in the 

International Society

� Outlook for the World Economy and the Positioning of the Asia-Pacific 

Region

� Panel Discussions – The Global Perspective, The Perspective from 

Southeast Asia, the Perspective from Australasia, The Perspective from 

Northeast Asia

Host Bank: Long-Term Credit Bank of Japan

Tokyo

Oct.1989 Political-Economic Transformation of the Asia-Pacific Region in the 1990s

� Changing Socio-Political Environment in Asia-Pacific and its Impact on 

Economic Growth for the 1990s

� Directions for Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

� Banking and Monetary Policies in Indonesia

� Economic Reconstruction of Indochina: Problems and Prospects

� Transformation and Challenges Facing Japan 

Host Bank: Bank Central Asia

Jakarta

Nov. 1988 The Recycling of Japanese Funds: Strategic Implications on Banks in Asia 
and Asian Economies

� The Recycling of Japanese Funds: An Overview

� Th Recycling of Japanese Funds: The Japanese Perspective, Public Sector

� The Recycling of Japanese Funds:The Japanese Perspective, Private sector

� Country Reports on the Recycling of Japanese Funds

Host Bank: DBS Bank

Singapore



Nov. 1987 Investment Banking: Emerging Trends in Asia

� The Trends of Investment Banking in Asia

� Worldwide Development and Its Impacts on Banks in Asia

� Effective Organization Structure

� Investment Banking: Viewpoints from Regional Development Finance 

Institution

� Investment Banking Products

Host Banks: Bangkok Bank Ltd. and DBS Bank

Hongkong

Nov. 1986 Prudential Management of Banks

� A Central Banker’s View

� An Auditor’s View

� A Rating Agency’s View

� An Investment Banker’s View

� Excellence in Banking

� Technology and Banking in the 1990s

Host Bank: Bangkok Bank Ltd.

Bangkok

June 1986 Development of Lending Practices of Financial Institutions in Asia-Pacific

Co-organizers: Bankers Club, DBS Bank Ltd

Singapore

Oct. 1985 6th Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Host: Korea Development Bank

Seoul

Nov. 1984 New Financial Developments in the Asia-Pacific Region

Country Presentation and Workshops

Host Bank: Westpac Banking Corporation

Melbourne

Oct. 1981 Banking Opportunities in Asia

Country Presentation

Host Bank: International Commercial Bank of China

Taipei


